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476 THE MONIST. 

better comprehend the characters that he creates, the types that he analyzes, 
the conditions which he presents. 

The object of this present work is to study each of the Russian novelists 
under the different aspects of his personality and literary talent; to establish 
the psychological and intellectual state of each writer by the characteristic 
features of his life; to dissect, analyze, and define the work of each by the 
internal evidence of that work. After pointing out the importance of psy- 
chology in connection with literary criticism, M. Ossip-Lourie studies in turn 
the life and work of Gogol, Tourguenev, Gontcharov, Dostoievsky, Tolstoy, 
Gaichine, Tchekov, Korolenko, Maxim Gorki, and several minor writers. 
While showing forth the immense individual effort of these authors, he admits 
that no other literature has produced so many cases of pathology of the will 
as the Russian novel. This phenomenon is accounted for by the distinctive 
peculiarities of social life in Russia. 

In his conclusion M. Ossip-Lourie sketches in bold outlines a psychology 
of Russian classes. He says that the ruling class has still remained Asiatic 
at heart under a veneer of civilization. The people have always been sacri- 
ficed and kept beneath the yoke of bondage. One might even say that they 
have been purposely inebriated in order that they might continue resistless 
and incapable of revolt. There is an intellectual liberal class of which a 
small minority strive valliantly for liberty; but the greater number have the 
desire without the will to oppose the elements of despotic force. They love 
liberty in the abstract, but they believe it is compatible with czarism, and that 
a social transformation can be brought about by peaceful methods. They 
are too indolent to do any good, and they do harm in that they prevent the 
progressives from acting. These last are but a small party with abundant 
energy and will, but no means to carry out their purposes. Many of them 
are found among the impetuous undergraduates of the universities. 

The book closes by urging the necessity of a frank and loyal union of 
all the vital forces of Russia, and claims that Europe as a whole ought to 
consider it a moral duty to come to the aid of the slowly developing civil- 
izing forces there. 

Esquisse d'une histoire generale et comparee des philosophies me- 

dievaixes. Par Franfois Picavet, directeur-adjoint a l'Ecole pratique 

des Hautes Etudes. Paris : Felix Alcan. 1905. Pp. xxxvii, 366. Price, 

7 fr. SO. 

It is well known that Leo XIII was a very enthusiastic adherent of St. 

Thomas, and has done much to restore the influence of Thomism in these 

latter days. Undoubtedly St. Thomas has been the representative thinker 

of the church; yet, after all, the man who swayed not only Thomism but 

the entire Mediaeval philosophy, was that ancient mystic, Plotinus. According 
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to his views, there is a sensible world, and a spiritual world (the latter com- 
monly called mundus intelligibility. This spiritual world is dominated by 
the principle of perfection, its highest authority being God. The soul is 
encompassed by the sensible world, but can attain to a union with God in 
states of ecstasy. 

Professor Picavet, one of the most distinguished of French savants, 
devotes his latest work to an investigation of the Mediaeval Philosophy, 
pointing out the significance of Plotinus. He especially indicates in the por- 
tion devoted to synchronic and comparative history, the following phases of 
philosophic thought pertaining to corresponding periods of time : from the 
Council of Nice to 529 A. D., the conflict between the neoplatonists and the 
Christians; from 529 to Charlemagne, the efforts to preserve as much as 
possible of ancient thought and civilization; from the ninth to the thirteenth 
centuries, the philosophical works of the Byzantines and Western Christians, 
the Mussulmans and Jews; from the thirteenth century to the Renaissance 
and the Reformation, the development of Christian thought in the Occident; 
from this period to the seventeenth century, the revival of ancient systems, 
the continued influence or restoration of Christian philosophies, the develop- 
ment of Protestant philosophies, and the appearance of a scientific philosophy, 
which up to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as it increased in impor- 
tance, stood more and more in opposition to mediaeval doctrines. 

This work of Professor Picavet helps us to understand better not only 
the Middle Ages, but the transition from ancient to mediaeval civilization, 
and the nature of modern society and civilization. It permits us too, to form 
a philosophy of religion by relying on those religions which are best known 
and have presented the highest and most varied forms. Texts of earlier 
works have been carefully studied, and the result constitutes a safe guide 
both for students who wish to pursue their researches further, and for those 
people who desire to obtain only a general idea of this interesting phase of 
the history of philosophy. 

Zuh Einfuhrung in die Philosophie der Gegenwart. Acht Vortrage von 
Alois Riehl. Second edition. Leipsic: B. G. Teubner. 1904. Pp. 274. 
Professor Riehl's "Philosophy of the Present" discusses almost all the 
questions which have excited popular interest in modern times, and so we 
need not be astonished that this treatise has reached its second edition in a 
very short time. His method is that of historic or critical procedure, and all 
systematic construction has been avoided. The book consists of eight lectures 
of which five are devoted to the theoretical task of philosophy, elucidating 
its relation to science in classical antiquity as well as in modern times. They 
discuss the foundation of critical philosophy, its relation to the exact sciences, 
the conditions of cognition, together with the most significant problems of 



